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Branchburg Township School District

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
October 7, 2021

Executive Session - 6:30 p.m.
Public Meeting — 7:30 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER

On a motion by Mr. Horowitz, seconded by Mr. Sarles, and carried unanimousty, the Board
agreed to convene to public session at 6:47 p.m.,

The meeting was called to order at 6:47 p.m. by Board President, Theresa Joyce, who stated that
the meeting was convened in compliance with the provisions of Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, the
Sunshine Law; notices were sent to the Courier News, filed with the Township Clerk and posted
in the Branchburg Township Schools,

The following members of the Board of Education were present: Vincent Carpentier, Cathy
Curcio, Kristen Fabriczi, Noah Horowitz, Theresa Joyce, Olga Phelps, Keerti Purohit and
Jonathan Sarles.

The following member was absent: Robert Maider.

Also present were: Interim Superintendent of Schools Dr. Elizabeth Nastus, Business
Administrator/Board Secretary Kelly Morris and Assistant Business Administrator/Board
Secretary Patricia Rodgers.

The Secretary called the roll,
CALL TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

On a motion by Mr. Horowitz, seconded by Mr. Sarles, and carried unanimously, the Board
agreed to convene to Executive Session at 6:47 p.m. to discuss Personnel, Student Matters,
Contracts and Legal Issues.

On a motion by Mr. Horowitz, seconded by Mr. Sarles, and carried unanimously, the Board
agreed to adjourn Executive Session at 7:38 p.m.

On a motion by Mr. Horowitz, seconded by Mr. Sarles, and carried unanimously, the Board
agreed to reconvene to public session at 7:43 p.m. with 6 members of the public present.

The assembly saluted the flag.
Statement of Adequate Notice
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

Beth Stanton (Vice Principal of Branchburg Central Middle School} and Amy McLaughlin
{Social Emotional Learning Coach), who are the district’s social and emotional learning
consultants, gave a presentation on the initiatives that the district has taken for social and
emotional learning for our students.
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VIL. PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment.

VIII. GOVERNANCE

Motion by Mr, Horowitz, seconded by Mr. Sarles that Items VIILA. through VIILB. be moved
upon the recommendation of the Superintendent.

On call of the vote, Items VIILA. through VIIL.B. were approved by Roll Call, with Mr. Horowitz
abstaining on [tem VIILA., and Item VIII.C. being tabled at this time.

There was no Governance Committee report.

A. Approval of Minutes

It is recommended that the Board approve the Minutes of the Executive Session and Regular
Meeting of September 23, 2021.

B. Approval of Revised 2021-2022 School District Calendar

It is recommended that the Board approve the revised 2021-2022 School District
Calendar.

C. Approval of 2021-2022 Personnel Appointments

It is recommended that the following appointments be approved:

Position 10/9/21-10/24/21 10/25/21-6/30/22
Custodian of Records
Public Agency Compliance Officer Patricia Rodgers Thomas M. Venanzi
Purchasing Agent

Motion by Mr. Horowitz, seconded by Mr. Sarles that Item VIII.C. be moved upon the
recommendation of the Superintendent,

On call of the vote, Item VIII.C. was approved by Roll Call.

IX. POLICY

Motion by Mr. Horowitz, seconded by Mr. Sarles that Items 1X.A. through IX.B. be moved upon
the recommendation of the Superintendent.

On call of the vote, Items IX.A. through 1X.B. were approved by Roll Call.

Mr. Horowitz spoke about the items listed on the agenda.
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“ A Policy and Regulations Second Reading L o
Policy/Regulation | Title Discussion
P 2422 Comprehiensive Health and Physical Education (M) Revised
P 2467 Surrogate Parents and Resource Family Parents (M) Revised
P 5111 Eligibitity of Resident/Nonresident Students (M) Revised
P 5116 Education of Homeless Children (M) Revised
P 611501 Federal Awards/Funds Internal Controls — Allowability of Costs (M) New
P6115.02 Federal Awards/Funds Internal Controls — Mandatory Disclosures (M) New
P 611503 Federat Awards/Funds Enternal Controls — Conflict of Interest (M) New
P 631l Contracts for Goods or Services Funded by Federal Grants (M) Revised
P 7432 Eye Protection {M) Revised
R 7432 Eye Protection (M) Revised
P 8420 Emergency and Crisis Situations (M) Revised
R 8420.1 Fire and Fire Drills (M) Revised
P 8540 School Nutrition Program (M) Revised
P 83550 Meal Charges/Outstanding Food Service Bills (M) Revised
Policy/Regulation Title Discussion
P5li4 Children Displaced by Domestic Violence (M) Abolished

X. EDUCATION

Motion by Mr. Horowitz, seconded by Mr. Sarles that Items X.A. through X.F. be moved upon
the recommendation of the Superintendent.

On call of the vote, Items X.A. through X.F. were unanimously approved by Roll Call.

There was no Education Committee report.

A. Conferences/Travel

WHEREAS, the employees listed below are requesting Board of Education authorization to
attend the conferences/workshops listed below; and

WHEREAS, the attendance at the stated function was previously approved by the Chief
Schoo!l Administrator as work related within the scope of the work
responsibilities of the attendee and within the funds budgeted for this purpose;
and

WHEREAS, the attendance at the function was approved as promoting delivery of
instruction or furthering efficient operation of the school district; and fiscally
prudent;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes attendance at the stated
conferences/workshops and reimbursement for the related expenses in
accordance with Board policy on conference and workshop attendance.
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Account Number

Standards, Targets, Assessments, Grading

Kelly Boyle

and Reporting Conference 30-270-200-500-02-649 1072121 $250.00 N/A N/A N/A $250.00
Virtual
Standards, Targets, Assessments, Grading Marie Cinauc
and Reporting Conference 20—270-20[}-50(;1—02—649 1072821 $250.00 N/A N/A N/A $250.00
Virtual
Standards, Targets, Assessmenis, Grading Lauren Knoke
and Reporting Conference A A NALE (Y 10/21/21 $250.00 N/A NIA N/A $250.00
Virtual 20-270-200-500-02-649
Standards, Targets, Assessments, Grading .
and Reporting Conference 20.5?6’3163?5“53?55% o | 102120 | $250.00 N/A N/A N/A $250.00
Virtual
Standards, Targets, Assessments, Grading . .
and Reporting Conference 20_2]33‘_‘;%%‘3 ;)‘ag_g;‘" qo | 1021210 $250.00 N/A N/A /A $250.00
Virtual
Standards, Targets, Assessmends, Grading Danictte Puzzo
and Reporting Conference 20-270-200 500‘62 649 10/28/21 $250.00 N/A N/A N/A $250.00
Virtual Aattatial
Improving Reading for Ofder Students Kristen Cardena
Virtual 20.270200-500-00.640 | 10719721 $10.00 N/A N/A N/A $10.00
Improving Reading for Qlder Students Emily Hansen 10/89/21
Virtual 20-270-200-500-02-649 $10.00 N/A N/A N/A $10.00
Improving Reading for Older Students Nicole Kepner 10/19/21
Virteal 20-270-200-500-02-649 $10.00 N/A NIA N/A 31000
Improving Reading for Older Students Lisa Leihowitz 10/19/21
Virtual 20-270-200-500-02-649 $10.00 NA | NA NA $10.00
Improving Reading for Older Students Zach Miracle 10/1921
Virtual 20-270-200-500-02-649 $10.00 NA | A nia $10.00
Improving Reading for Older Students Nina Mlenak 10/19/2.}
Virtual 20-270-200-500-02-649 $10.00 NA- 1 NIA N/A $10.00
Improving Reading for Older Students Michael Rusciano 10/19/21
Virtual 20-270-200-500-02-649 $10.00 N/A N/A N/A $10.00
Improving Reading for Older Students Tiffany Stulack 10719721 .
Vittual 20-270-200-500-02-649 $10.00 N/A N/A N/A $10.00
Eegally Compliant IEPs Tara Bisson 10/19/21
Virtual 11-000-219-580-03-001-999 $150.00 NA-| NA NiA $150.00
Building Readers and Writers Marie Cingue
Livingston, NJ N/A 1116721 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Comprchenstgn and Struggling Readers Marie Cingue 120022 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Piscataway, NJ N/A
Developing Vocabulary in Elementary, -
Middle and High School Ma“;f;“‘l“c 4/5/22 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Piscataway, NJ
Strengthening Essay Writing Skills of .
Students who Experience Difficulty o ego | 1022021 | $75.00 NA | NA N/A $75.00
Virtual
Comprehension Development through SEL Lauren Knoke
Piscataway, NJ 1 1-000-223-580-05-144-060 | 2222 N/A N/A N/A $7.00 §7.00
Cultural Responsiveness and Engagement Lauren Kroke
H 5 3
in 21 Century ELA 1100092358005 144060 | 12721 N/A N/A NIA $7.00 $7.00
Piscataway, NJ
LE/17/28
12/14/2}
Building Within: Cultivating Well-being Keisten Kries /1822
and E,motm_na! Resilience 1 1-000-240-580-02-000-020 2115122 $149.00 N/A N/A N/A $149.00
Virtual 3/15/22
4126122
5/17/22
2021 SHAPE NJ Nicole Orzel 101921 $59.00 NA | A N/A $59.00

Virtual

11-000-223-580-05-144-060
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Moving Beyond Memorization by . Danichic Puzzo
Developl%girl:‘jl;t Fluency 20-270-200-500-02-640 £2/2/21 $129.00 N/A N/A N/A $129.00

NJASBO Pensions Workshop Patricia Rodgers
Whippany, NJ 11-000-25 1 -580-01-585 10/19/21 $100.00 N/A N/A $19.88 $119.88

Strategies and Structures for Teaching Amanda Roper
Rcadm%ia:ttlgal\\/n:mg 20-270-200-500-02-649 10/27/21 $125.00 N/A N/A N/A $125.00

Supporting Students with Dyslexia Amanda Roper 1178221~ ;

Virtual 20-270-200-500-02-649 11-10-21 $650.00 N/A N/A N/A $650.00

Self-Regulation Interventions for Margarct Ryan
Chiidren e\x;aicriﬁﬁtliolescems £ 1-000-2 [9-580-03-001-999 F1/58/21 $219.99 N/A N/A N/A $219.99

Appr f Serv
School Group Event Coordinaters Dates Purpose
SRS Schaof Wide Kristen Krics 025211 /12221 SES will collect personat care :te_ms for Community Hope —
ope for Veterans, an organization that supports veterans.
39 Grade SOUPer Bowl Fundraiser. Whiton 3™ graders will collect cans of soup for the
WES Students Lauren Bockus 2111222111122 Somerset County Food Bank to provide hunger relief within the community.
Students will be able to purchase tickets that will allow them {0 select a
Student . random “treat” (small goody bag) that will vary in their contents. There will
BCMS Council Wendy Michels 10/25/21-10729721 be several special bags per grade level that will contain a more valuable treat.
Proceeds will berefit upcoming Student Council sponsored events.

Name

‘ Accouﬁt #

Developme

Cosf (hot fo exceéd)

Discussion

The Foundation for
Educational Administration

11-424-100-300-01-013-999

$1,600

Professional Development Workshop:
Culturally Responsive Teaching

Account Number

Dates

Evaluator Rate (notl to exceed) Discussion
Dr. Andre I. Francois, Ph.D $1,000.00 per evaluation 10/8/21- Contracted bilingual Child Study Team evaluations
The Bilingual Child Study Team 11-000-219-320-03-181-340 | $80.00 per page for 630122 and reports, done by a Mandarin Chinese
Parsippany, NJ reports Interpreter.
. $130 per hour — in person . .
Accurate Language Services 11-000-219-320-03-181-340 | $2.50 por minute — phone 10/8/21 Inlerprctqrs for parent/family events, meetings and
Ashury Park, NJ or video remote 6/30/22 | presentations as needed.

pproval of Fiel o
Trip Coordinator Grade Purpose
Lord Sterling Environmental . . . : .
Education Center Judy Buff nd Hands on learning experience where stiégzlsﬂss t\::ffsbe able to explore different habitats and
Basking Ridge, NJ i )
Pennsbury Manor Abbie Sutherlin 50 Reinforcement of social studies curriculum regarding colonial America and the lifestyles of
Morrisville, PA Middle Colonies and how they used resources to turn the region into successtui farm land.
The F.rank!m 'Institute Carrie Santoro 5" Reinforcement of science curriculum of Matter and its Interactions.
Phitadelphia, PA
Bank of America . b K-5 Life . . . Lo
Branchburg, NJ Emily Witliams Skills Students to apply taught life and social skills to real worid application.
Raritan Valley Pharmacy . - K-5 Life . . . ) i
Branchbarg, NJ Emily Witliams Skills Students to apply taught life and social skills to real world application.
Norz Hills Farm . I K-5 Life . R
Hillisborough, NJ Emily Witliams Skills Students to practice following directions and safety procedures.
Whiton Elementary School Emilv William K5 Life Students will learn public safety behaviors during a fire safety drill with the
Neshanic Station, NI Y ams Skills local fire department
Somerset County Library Emily Witliams K-5 Life To familiarize students with the public library and to learn proper library behavior and the
Hillsborough, NJ Y Skills different opportunities that a library offers.
Wegmans Emily Williams K-5 Life | Students to practice life skills such as crealing a food shopping list, locating food in the store
Bridgewater, NJ Y Skills and how to follow proper procedures at checkout.
BCMS : 1 K-5 Life Students wili be using the kitchen at BCMS to practice life skills of following a recipe and
Emily Williams A
Branchburg, NJ Skills how to prepare fo host an event,
Post Office . s K-5 Life . . .
Neshanic Station, NJ Emily Williams Skills Students to apply taught life and social skiffs.
Bridgewater Mall : - K-5 Life . o o T
Bridgewater, NJ Emily Williams Skills Students 1o apply taught tfe and social skills to real world application,
Raritan Valley Community Joann Everson
College Planetarium Meki 3 Reinforcement of science curriculem regarding the weather.
elissa Donaway
Branchburg, NI
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pproval of Reviston of 2021-2022 Out of District Program o
From To
Program/Location Account Number Stll;;h;;lt . Extra . Extra Dates Total Cost
Tuition Services Tuition Services

Pillar Care Continugm
Pillar Elementary School | 11-000-100-566-03-109-000 | 7930912675 | $79,608.90 N/A $79,608.90 $45,150.00
Livingston, NJ

T16/21-

612322 $124,758.90

XI. HUMAN RESOURCES

Motion by Mr. Sarles, seconded by Mr. Horowitz that ltems XL A. through X1.K., be moved upon
the recommendation of the Superintendent.

On call of the vote, Items X1.A. through XI.K., were unanimously approved by Roll Call.

There was no Human Resources Committee report.

' .A..CCOlIl.l( . Posi oh
Christine Peterson F1-401-100-101-01-078-020 Math Counts $2,592

Name

Namc” . . A.c;a.ountNumbcr Position Step ! Level Salary/Rate Location Dates Discussion

Julia Leave Replacement
11-120-100-101-01-012-060 | S5 j $59,449.00 10/1221- | Leave replacement for
Anthony {subject to delivery of documents} 4" Grade Teacher ! BA {prorated) SBS 1072924 employee #4799
{no tenure accrual)
nsten 11-000-240-105-01-343-000 | Health Office $44,996.30 102521
Burgess {subjest to delivery of documents) Assistant L NA (pr;)raled) WES 6/30/22 Nexw Position
Sigrid Linck | 11-000-217-106-01-600-090 |  Instructional Aide i NA $13,939.06 WES 10711721 Replacing
{subject to delivery of documents) {4.75 hours per day) (prorated) 613022 Diana Cirianni
' ‘Namc ' Account Number Position Location Effective Date
Joanne Lindner 1E-530-100-101-01-02F-020 Mathematics Teacher BCMS 12/31/21
=:Name ] . ' Account Location Club Dates Rate
- STEAM Activities %41 per hour
Vicki Brody 20-280-100-101-02-659 BCMS Using the Greenhouse 9/1/21-6/30/22 (ot 1o exeeed $1,600)
Kristen Cardona 20-280-100-101-02-659 BCMS E Sposts Club O/1/21-6/30/22 (mﬁ‘é‘cgzzf(j’;; o0
Dungeons and $41 per hour
Kenneth Forsyth 20-280-100-101-02-659 BCMS Dragons Club O11/21-6/30/22 (ot 10 exeeed $1.900)
. Moring $41 per hour
Michele Jordan 20-280-100-10£-02-659 BCMS Homework Club O/1/21-6/30/22 (ot to cxwecd §1.900)
Souia Percita 20-280-100-101-02-659 BCMS Ready, Set, Games! 9/1/21-6/30/22 (oot i‘*elx‘zzg%”; 200)
Alyssa Riva 20-280-100-101-02-659 BCMS Pétanque Club 0/1/21-6/30/22 - tﬁi‘ﬁig;ﬁ‘éom
Meghan Russo 20-280-100-101-02-659 BCMS Printmaking Club O/1/21-6/30/22 (0 ﬁiiiii?f%’éom
Margaret Ryan 20-280-100-101-02-659 BCMS GSA 9/1/21-6/30/22 (ot i}“éxi‘;g%”!‘ 600)
- . $41 per hour
Lori Villanova 20-280-100-101-02-659 BCMS Crafi Creations 9/1/21-6/30/22 (1ot {0 exceed $1.600)
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E.

Approval of Appointment of Part Time Interim Business Administrator/Board

Secretary

BE IT RESOLVED that Thomas M. Venanzi be appointed Part Time Interim Business
Administrator/Board Secretary, effective October 25, 2021 to June 30, 2022, at an hourly rate
of $115. A written contract incorporating terms and conditions of employment has been
reviewed and approved by the Executive County Superintendent of Schools.

Nane

Position

Rate

Dates

Jason Albanese

Substitute Teacher/Substitute Instructional Aide

$110/$90 per day 10

/8/21-6/30/22

Patricia Sigsbarro

Substitute Nurse

(subject to delivery of documents})

$225 per day

10/8/21-6/30/22

Account Number

Position

Liffective Date

Heather Fulminante

11-120-100-101-01-012-060

5" Grade Teacher SBS

11/29/21

Employee # From To Discussion
Paid Maternity/Disability Leave of Absence: 9/1/21-10/14/21 Paid Maternity/Disability Leave of Absence: 9/1/21-10/15/21 Estimated
. Personal Days: FO/18/21, 10719721, 10/20/21
5742 Personal Days: 10/15/21-10/19/21 NJ Family Leave AUFMLA: 10/21/21-1/27/22 date of return
NJ Family Leave Act/FMLA: 10/20/21-1/26/22 Unpaid Leave: 1/28/22, 1/31/22 is 2/1/22

Employee # i Acmlmt Number [Swpe of Leave Dates. D:scussm:f
Paid Maternity/Disability Leave of Absence 12/20/21-1/18/22
Personal Days 1/19/22, 1/20/22, 1121/22 Estimated date of retum
3648 11:213-100-101-01-057-090 NJ Family Leave Act/FMLA L24122-4126/22 will be 6/1722
Unpaid Leave of Absence 4/27/22-5/31§22

P

Name From

.To

Dates

Yan Sheng Lu

Eunchroom Aide — SBS

Lunchroom Aide - WES

F0/11/21-6/30/22

Name' Account Num“‘bcr . Paosition Loéanon From To
Kelly Morris 11-120-100-101-01-052-060 Schoof Business Administrator/Board Secretary BOE 11712121 10/8/21
XII. BUSINESS

Motion by Mr. Horowitz, seconded by Mr. Sarles that Items XIILA. through XII.E. be moved upon
the recommendation of the Superintendent.

On call of the vote, Items XII.A. through XILE. were approved by Roll Call.

There was no Business Committee report.

A. Bill List

It is recommended that the Board approve the List of Bills for the period September 24, 2021
through October 7, 2021, totaling $2,035,009.62, and ratify the Payroll for the period
September 16, 2021 through September 30, 2021, totaling $1,024,844.81.
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Approval of Resolution Authoerizing the Disposal of Technology Equipment

It is recommended that the Board approve the following resolution authorizing the disposal of
equipment through GovDeals. '

WHEREAS, the School District is the owner of certain technology equipment which is no
longer needed for public use; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Education is desirous of selling said technology equipment in “as
is” condition without express or implied warranties.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of Branchburg
Township in the County of Somerset, as follows:

(1) The sale of the equipment shall be conducted through GovDeals pursuant to State
Contract A-70967/T2581 in accordance with the terms and conditions of the State
Contract. The terms and conditions of the agreement entered into with GovDeals are
available online at govdeals.com and also available from the Board of Education.

(2) 'The sale will be conducted online and the address of the auction site is
govdeals.com.

(3)  The sale is being conducted pursuant to Local Finance Notice 2008-9.
(4)  The equipment to be sold is as follows:

¢ Personal Dahle letter folder

e RFB&D Learning through Listening-Victor Reader Wave

* Keytec Magic Touch Screen Reader

o Brother ML100 typewriter
(5) The equipment identified shall be sold in an “as-is” condition without express or
implied warranties with the successful bidder required to execute a Hold Harmless
and Indemnification Agreement concerning use of said equipment.

(6) The School District reserves the right to accept or reject any bid submitted.

Approval of Submission of the Revised 2022 Safe Return to School Plan

It is recommended that the Board approve the submission of the revised 2022 Safe Return to
School Plan to the New Jersey Department of Education.

Approval to Pay Bills

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:19-4.1, the Board of Education approves Patricia Rodgers,
Assistant School Business Administrator to issue payment of bills for October 9, 2021
through October 24, 2021 and Thomas M. Venanzi, Interim Business Administrator/Board
Secretary to issue payment of bills for October 25, 2021 through November 4, 2021 prior to
the next regularly scheduled meeting of November 4, 2021, and with the approval and consent
of the Interim Superintendent of Schools, and then present said bills to the Board at the
November 4, 2021 meeting for ratification.



Approval of Transportation Jointure with Bridgewater/Raritan Board of Education

It is recommended that the Board approve the Joint Transportation Agreement between the
Branchburg Township Board of Education and the Bridgewater/Raritan Board of Education
for the following 2021-2022 routes.

Servic
Transportation To-and-From
Somerset VoTech Totaling: $7,509.24
Branchburg Township Bridgewater, New Jersey
Board of Education Qctober 11, 2021 - June 17, 2022
Athletic and Field Trips $58.85 per hour per bus
September 1, 2021 — June 30, 2022 (54 Passenger School Bus)
Athletic and Field Trips $58.85 per hour per bus
September 1, 2021 — June 30, 2022 {24 Passenger School Bus)

XIIL PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment.

XIV. BOARD LIAISON REPORTS

Mrs. Fabriczi attended the Somerville Board of Education meeting on October 5, 2021, and shared
the following highlights with the Board:

The student board representatives gave the high school updates;

Bryan Boyce, Somerville’s Business Administrator, gave a presentation on capital projects,
and how different districts fund their capital projects;

Homecoming game was last weekend;
The marching band performed at the Yamaha Cup at MetLife Stadium, and took first place

for their division. They also won best visual effects, best color guard and best overall
effects;

College planning nights are in full swing;
All clubs are back in full swing;

The nurse at Somerville said anyone who is seeking the vaccine can reach out to her for
assistance;

Start Strong testing is complete;
PSATSs are scheduled for October 13, 2021 for sophomores and juniors; and
Fall sports are back.

Mrs. Fabriczi also gave an update on the track replacement project.

Mr. Sarles said another agreement has been hashed out with East Brunswick, and there have been
a lot of personnel hirings.

Mr. Carpentier spoke about the following:

There is a Somerset County School Board meeting on October 14, 2021. The in person
meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m., with a virtual option at 7:00 p.m.;

He reminded the Board members to sign up for the October New Jersey School Boards
Association Virtual Workshop; and

He gave a reminder about mandated training, which needs to be completed by the end of
the year.

10/7/2021




10

Mr. Horowitz said SEPAG (Special Education Parents Advisory Group) had a meeting in
September where they talked about transportation, and set goals for the year to increase social
interactions of students with disabilities through structured activities with peers, and to create a
community resource board for parents online.

XV. EXECUTIVE SESSION

There was no second Executive Session,

XV1. ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Mr. Horowitz, seconded by Mr. Sarles, and carried unanimously, the Board agreed
to adjourn at 8:26 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

fofoei for

Patricia Rodgers
Assistant School Business Administrator
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